
 

 
International Diabetes Federation’s  
Life for a Child Program 

In many developing countries, children with diabetes suffer 
because insulin and other diabetes supplies are not affordable 
or sometimes not even available. 

The International Diabetes Federation's Life for a Child Program supports the 
care of close to 1000 children in the following countries: Tanzania, Rwanda, 
Democratic Republic of Congo, Nigeria, Azerbaijan, Nepal, India, Sri Lanka, 
Philippines, Papua New Guinea, Fiji, Uzbekistan, Bolivia, Mali, Ecuador, Sudan 
and Cameroon. 

Participants in the Life for a Child Program partially-sponsor the neediest 
children at diabetes centers in these countries. This sponsorship enables the 
children to receive the clinical care and diabetes education they need to stay 
alive. The centers provide thorough clinical and financial feedback. 

The goals of the Program are to provide: 

• Sufficient insulin and syringes  
• Blood glucose monitoring facilities  
• Appropriate clinical care  
• HbA1c testing  
• Diabetes education  
• Technical support for health professionals (if requested)  
• Some centers need support for all these areas; others need support for 

some components. 

Many children with diabetes in developing countries die soon after diagnosis. 
Many others face the burden of complications while still young. Life for a Child 
encourages governments to establish appropriate care to safeguard the future of 
children with diabetes. 

Funds are donated by the International Diabetes Federation through sale of 
World Diabetes Day merchandizing, individuals, associations, Rotary 
International, and companies working in diabetes. Most individual donors 
contribute a dollar a day. Support is provided to recognized diabetes centers to 
purchase insulin and syringes, and provide monitoring and education. Financial 
trails and the health outcomes of the children are carefully monitored. 

Our goal is to double the number of children supported by the end of 2008. Help 
us save children with diabetes. Donate online at www.lifeforachild.org or through 
the purchase of World Diabetes Day merchandize 
http://www.worlddiabetesday.org/merchandise.  
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